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DeaR FRIENDS, 


URSUANT to the Directions of the laſt 
YearLY MEETING, and the Report of a Coyr- 
mittee, appointed by the faid Meeting to conſider 
what information or Advice might be neceſſary to 
be given to Friends, in Relation to an ACT made 
the laſt Seſſion of Parliament for regulating the Com- 
mencement of the Year, and correcting the Calendar now 
in Je, this Meeting hath thought convenient to 
communicate unto you the following Advices, vt. 

1. By the aid ACT it is Ordered and Enacted, 
that“ The Supputation, according to which the 
Tear of our Lord beginneth on the 25th Day 
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of March, ſhall not be made Uſe of from and 
after the laſt Day of December 1751, and that 
the firſt Day of January next following the ſaid 
laſt Day of December, ſhall be reckoned, taken, 
deemed and accounted to be the firſt Day of 
the Year of our Lord 1752,” and ſo on from 
Time to Time, The firſt Bay of January in every 
Year which ſhall happen in Time to come, ſhall 
be reckoned, taken, deemed and accounted to 
be the firſt Day of the Year, and that each 
New Year ſhall accordingly commence and begin 
to be reckoned, from the firſt Day of every ſuch 
Month of January, 


2. The Opinion of the ſaid Ommittee, agreed to 


by the YearLY MEETING was, © That in all the 
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Records and Writings of Friends, from and 
after the laſt Day of the Tenth Month, called 
December, next, the Computation of Time efta- 
bliſhed by the ſaid ACT, ſhould be obſerved ; 
and that accordingly the firſt Day of the Ele- 
venth Month, commonly called Fanuary next, ſhall 
be reckoned and deemed, by Friends, the firſt 
Day of the firf Month of the Year 1752, and 
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3. And whereas for the regular Computa- 


tion of Time, the ſame ACT of Parliament doth 
direct 
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direct, that The natural Day next immediately 
% following the ſecond Day of September in the 
„% Year 1752, ſhall be called, reckoned and ac- 
„ counted to be the fourteenth Day of September, 
« omitting for that Time only, the eleven intermex 
“ diate Days of the common Calendar.” The 


Opinion of the ſaid Commuttee, approv'd by the 


YEARLY MEETING, was, That Friends ſhould be 
found in the Obſervance of this Direction, and omit 
the ſaid eleven nominal Days accordingly. 


And we think it may be uſeful and expedient, 
on the preſent Occaſion, to revive in your Remem- 
brance, ſome of the Motives which induced our 
Ancient Friends to forbear the vulgar Appellations 
of the Months and Days, and to obſerve in their 
Converfations and Writings, ſuch Names as were 
agreeable to Scripture, and the Practice of good 
Men therein recorded. 

The Children of J/rael, the People whom God 
choſe out of all the Families of the Earth to 
place his Name among, and to make himſelf 
known unto, were ſtrictly commanded, not only 
to abſtain from the Idolatrous Practices of the Na- 
tions, in the Midſt of whom they dwelt, but were 
enjoined to be circumſpect in all Things that the Lord 
commanded, and even to make no mention of the Names 
of other Gods, neither to let it be heard out of their 
Mouth, Exod. xxili. 13. This Injunction was not 
relative to any Legal or Typical Rites, External 
Ceremonies, or Inſtitutions of the Law peculiar to 
the Jewiſh Nation, but was a perpetual Command 
and ſtanding Ordinance, reſpecting the Honour of 
the One Almighty Being, the ſame Yeſterday, Ta- 


day, and for ever, and as ſuch, ought to be re- 
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garded by us, and by all the Generations of thoſe 
who with the Heart believe, as well as with the 
Tongue confeſs, that the Lord he is GOD, and that 
there is none elſe beſides him, Deut. iv. 35. who hath 
declared I am the Lord, That is my Name, and my 
Glory will I not give to another, neither my Praiſe to 
graven Images, Iſaiah xlii. 8. 

Convinced of this great and Everlaſting Truth, 
both by the Teſtimony of the holy Scripture, and 
the Manifeſtation of that Divine Principle, which 
leads thoſe who are faithful to its Teachings, from 
all that would diſhonour the Name of Cod either 
in Word or Deed, our Ancient Friends were con- 
ſcientiouſly concerned to refrain from the Uſe of 
thoſe Names of Months and Days which had been 
aſcribed by way of Honour to the /dols of the Hea- 
then, and in Conformity to their falſe Worſhips : 
This Concern reſted upon them from a firm Per- 
ſuaſion, that the glorious Goſpel Day and Time was 
come, wherein the Lord was fulfilling his Covenant 
with 1/rael, viz. I will take away the Names of * Ba a- 
LIM out of his Mouth, and they ſhall no more be remem- 
bered by their Name, Hoſea ii. 17. 

And that you may the more clearly diſcern the 
Importance of that Chriſtian Teſtimony, borne by 
our Predeceſſors in this Caſe, we recommend what 
follows to your ſerious Conſideration, vt. 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT of the Origin of the 
Names of ſome Months of the Year, and of all the 
Days of the Week, now cuſtomarily and commonly uſed. 


I. January was ſo called from Janus, an anci- 
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+ This Word Baalim, being the Plural Number of Baal, 


ſigniſying Lord, has Relation to the Names of divers Idols of 


De Heathen worſbipped in ſeveral Places. 
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ent King of /taly, whom Heathenſh Superſtition 
had deified, to whom a N was built, and 


this Month dedicated. 9 


II. FEBRUAR was fo called from Pebrua, a 
Word denoting Purgation by Sacriſices; it being uſual 
in this Month, for the Prieſts of the Heathen Gad 
Pan, to offer Sacrifices and perſorm certain Rites, 
conducing, as was ſuppoſed, to the cleanſing or 
Purgation of the People. 

III. Marcy was fo denominated from Mars, 
feigned to be the God of War, whom Romulus, 
Founder of the Roman Empire, pretended to be 
his Father. 

IV. ArpkriL is generally ſuppoſed to derive its 
Name from the Greek Appellation of Venus, an 
imaginary Goddeſs worſhipped by the Romans. 

V. May is faid to have been fo called from 
Maia the Mother of Mercury, another of their pre- 
tended Ethnick Deities, to whom in this Month 
they paid their Devotions. 

VI. June is ſaid to take its Name from Juno, 
one of the ſuppoſed Goddeſſes of the Heathen. 

VII. JuLy fo called from Julius Cæſur, one of 
the Roman Emperors, who gave his own Name to 
this Month, which before was called 21niis, or 
the Fifth. 

VIII. August ſo named in Honour of Auguſtus 
Ceſar, another of the Roman Emperors. This 
Month was before called Scxtilis, or the Srxth. + 

The other four Months, namely, September, Oft9- 
ber, November and December, ſtil! retain their nume- 
rical Latin Names, which, according to the late 
Regulation of the Calendar, will for the future be 

improperly 
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improperly applied. However from the continned 
Uſe of them hitherto, as well as from the Practice 
of the Jeus before the Babylonſh Captivity, || it 
{gemeth highly probable, that the Method of diſtin- 
guiſhing the Months by their numerical Order only, 
was the moſt Ancient, as it is the moſt plain, fim- 
ple and rational. 

As the Idolatrous Romans thus gave Names to 
ſeveral of the Months in Honour of their pretend- 
ed Deities: So the like Idolatry prevailing among 
our Saxon Anceſtors, induced them to call the Days 
of the Week by the Name of the Idol which on 
that Day they peculiarly worſhipped. Hence 

The Firſt Day of the Week was by them called 
SUNDAY, from their accuſtomary Adoratjon of the 
Sun upon that Day. 

The Second Day of the Week they called Mox- 
vA, from their uſual Cuſtom of worſhipping the 
Moon on that Day. 

The Third Day of the Week they named Turs- 
DAY, in Honour of one of their Idols called Tuco. 

The Fourth Day of the Week was called Wep- 
NESDAY, from the Appellation of Moden, another 
of their Idols. 

The Hb Day of the Week was called Thurs- 
DAY, from the Name of an Idol called Thor, to 
whom they paid their Devotions upon that Day. 

The Sixth Day of the Week was termed FR1- 
DAY, from the Name of Frigq, an imaginary God- 
deſs by them worſhipped. | 

The Seventh Day they ſtiled Sa ruRDAV, as is 
ſuppoſed from Saturn, or Seater, by them then 
worſhipped. 5 
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See the Scriptures to the Time of Ezra, 
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'The continued Uſe of theſe Names of Days, de- 
rived from ſuch groſs Idolatry of the Heathen, is a 
Demonſtration, how little the Purity of the Chri/- 
tian Religion was underſtood by the Generality of 
thoſe who came into the public Profeſſion of it. 

The following Ages of Popiſh Superſtition, not 
only indulged their Proſelytes in the Uſe of ſuch 
Heatheniſſh Names and Cuſtoms, but alſo invented 
and introduced other unſound and unſcriptural! 
Practices in Religion. For when the Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion became National, Multitudes 
of the Heathen Prieſts, whoſe Intereſt lay in the Per- 
formance of Rites, Ceremonies and Sacrifices, embraced 
prevailing Chri/ttanty with ſelfiſh Views, and la- 
boured early, with too much Succeſs, to find 
Employment for themſelves, by impoſing on the 
People a new Set of Ceremonies and Sacrifices, beur- 
ing ſome Reſemblance to thoſe which in their 
former State of Heathemſm they had been accuſ- 
tomed to. From this corrupt Source ſprang the 
Popiſh Sacrifice of the Maß, the Celebration of 
which, at particular Times, and on particular Oc- 
caſions, gave Riſe to the vulgar Names of Michael- 
mas, Martinmas, Chriſtmas, and the like. 

Seeing therefore that theſe Appellations and 
Names of Days, Months and Times, are of an 
Idolatrous or ſuperſtitious Original, contrary to the 
Divine Command, the Practice of good and holy 
Men in former Ages, and repugnant to the Chy:/- 
tian Teſtimony borne by our faithful Friends and 
Predeceſſors in the TrRuTH, for the Sake of which 
they patiently endured many Revilings: Let nei- 
ther the Reproach of Singularity, nor the ſpeci- 
ous Reaſonings of ſuch as would evade the Croſs 
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of Chriſt, turn you aſide from the Simplicity of tne 
Goſpel, nor diſcourage you from keeping to the 
Language of Txurn, in denominating the Months 
and Days according to the plain and Scriptural Way 
of Expreſſion; and fo ſhall we follow the Example 
of our worthy Elders, and come up in a noble and 
honourable Teſtimony againſt theſe, and all other 
Remains of Idolatry and Srperſittion. 


From the Meeting for Sufferings in LONDON, 
the ſixth Day of the Seventh Month, 1751. * 


* Preſently after the publication of this Epiſtle, it was repub- 
liſhed in the London Gazetteer, and ſeveral other public Papers, 
with the following Introduction. 

H E regulation of our Year, as lately directed by the Par- 

liament, does at once an honour to the Nation, to that 
illuſtrious aſſembly, and to that noble Lord, by whoſe (kill and inde- 
fatigable labours the ſame was brought ſo happily about. I can't 
however help taking notice at the ſame time of an omiſſion, that 
one naturally wiſhes had been rectiſied, which is, that the four lat- 
ter months, the names whereof are formed out of the Latin nume- 
rals, had been thrown into proper terms, as it ſeems not right, in 
a Nation ſo learned, and in ſuch public things as the Almanacks, 
to call nine, ſeven, and ſo on; as September, tho the ſeventh 
in name, is now made the ninth in order, which I am afraid will 
appear an abſurdity, or, if you pleaſe, a ſcholaſtic error, as in- 
deed it always was upon the face of the Almanack: Nor can I 
avoid obſerving in what a pretty manner our Friends, the people 
called Quakers, have aquieſced in this law, thereby evincing how 
ready they are to conform to the acts of the fate, in whatever is 
retſonable and juſt. Nay, they have gone farther, and conform- 
ed themſelves to this evident omiſſion ; and therefore doubt not, 
that whenever the legiſlature ſhall think proper to ſet it right, 
they will as readily enter into their meaſures. But I am molt of 
all pleaſed with the manner of their conformity, and with the juſt- 
neſs of their reaſoning ; whereby thoſe, to whom that people are 
cauſeleſly an offence, may be convinced, that various others of 
their ſeeming peculiarities are not ſo idle and ungrounded as is too 
commonly imagined, by ſuch as rather enter into the bigotry of 
the ſect they are engaged in, than reaſon free and unbiaſs'd. 


— — — 


DUBLIN: Printed by Robert Jackſon, Meath-ſtreet. 1778. 


-_—_ I — 4 * — 


